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DIVE FOR DAN

Come to the Dive for DAN this
Sunday June 5, Mendota County
Park, 10 am. $18 fee includes a
picnic feast, a boat dive and a
raffle ticket. Senor George will be
glad to sell you additional raffle
tickets.

June Speaker

We are expecting Kurt Welke to
come speak on invasive species,
an update on an old problem.

Thanks to Brendan Baillod

Brendan, selfdescribed as a com-
fort diver, shared some of his
research findings with us.

June Raffle Prize

Food chain fish wind chime with
small fish pillow.

Stake in the Lake Dives

Attendance was low although
the weather was fine. Boats and
barges made for good lake diving.
Efforts will be made to promote
this more for next year.

Tropical Critters
in Our Own Backyard

Milwaukee Zoo has a special
stingray exhibit open from May
28 through September 23. It’s a
“petting” zoo, $1 entry. See http://
www.milwaukeezoo.org/mews.html

Fontana Tuesdays:
Adventure Dives with Wes

Weekend dives, no charge,
$20 complete rentals. Check
with Weston Ledford at

INFO@ FOURLAKESSCcUBACLUB.ORG

Weston@madisonscuba.com or
833-0614.

June 7: Monona Terrace dive & cookout

June 14: Gov. Isl dive, Maple Bluff Wall
dive (night)

June 21: James Madison Park bottle
search (boat dive)

covers of a single volume than

May was Membership
Renewal Month

If you need to renew or don’t
know, see Howard. 833-1619

Speakers’ CD Available

Privi diving for lost treasure

your thing? Watch the CD pur-
chased by the club from our past
speakers Dan Gross and Steve
Hochhalter. Contact a board mem-
ber to borrow the CD.

Our Newest Diver

Jon Zeaman, our Free Diving
Instructor has a new member of
the family, Maxwell Jon Zeaman,
born May 19. Congratulations
Jon!

Book Review — Shadow
Divers by Robert Kurson

The exceeding well told story
about divers exploring a sunken
shipwreck off the New Jersey
coast is a gripping, terrifyingly
suspenseful account of lung-
crushing real-life adventures and
mystery. A tremendously addict-
ing, readable story that comes as
close as a book can to providing
the reader with the sensations of
deep sea diving, the life on a sub-
marine at war and the sometimes



reckless and deadly human nature
of the quest to know. It leaves us
with quite an impression of the U-
boat crew and the 2 American div-
ers who risk everything to solve
the mystery of their last mission.
It takes you on a dangerous and
almost romantic descent into the
murk and then, in a fog of nitro-
gen narcosis, brings you back

to the surface with a richer and
fuller understanding of a history
we only thought we knew. I was
virtually unable to put this book
down.

Here’s what’s written on the
inside of the dust cover — I could
not have said it better -

Shadow Divers is a true tale of
riveting adventure in which 2
weekend scuba divers risk every-
thing to solve a great historical
mystery and make history them-
selves.

For John Chatterton and Richie
Kohler, deep wreck diving was
more than a sport. Testing them-
selves against treacherous cur-
rents, braving depths that produce
hallucinations navigating through
wreckage as perilous as a mine-
field, they push themselves to their
limits and beyond, brushing up
against death more than once in
the rusting hulls of sunken ships.

But in 1991, not even these coura-
geous divers were prepared for
what they found 230 feet below
the surface, in the frigid Atlantic
waters 60 miles off the coast

of New Jersey: A World War II
German U-boat, its ruined interior
a wasteland of twisted metal, tan-
gled wire and human bones — all
buried under decades of accumu-
lated sediment.

No identifying marks were vis-
ible on the submarine or the few
artifacts Chatterton and Kohler

brought to the surface. No histo-
rian, expert or government had a
clue to which U-boat the men had
found. In fact, the official records
all agreed that there simply could
not be a sunken U-boat and crew
at that location.

Over the next 6 years, an elite
team of divers embarked on a
quest to solve the mystery. Some
would not live to see its end.
Chatterton and Kohler, at first bit-
ter rivals, would be drawn into a
friendship that deepened into an
almost mystical bond of brother-
hood with each other and with the
drowned U-boat sailors — former
enemies of their country. As the
men’s marriages frayed under the
pressure of a shared obsession,
their dives grew more daring, and
each realized he was hunting more
that the identities of the lost U-
boat and its nameless crew.

Author Robert Kurson’s account of
this quest is at once thrilling, emo-
tionally complex, and written with
a vivid sense of what divers actu-
ally experience when they encoun-
ter the dangers of the ocean’s
underworld. The story of Shadow
Divers often seems too amazing to
be true, but it all happened, 230
feet down, in the deep blue sea.

I can not recommend this book
more highly! A must read!!

Deb Brookhyser

The next review — book 2 — The
Last Dive by Bernie Chowdhury

No Safe Harbor: book review

An important new book on the
Wave Dancer tragedy. On October
8, 2002, the sport diving com-
munity had its biggest tragedy
ever. Peter Hughes’ Wave Dancer
capsized during Hurricane Iris,
killing seventeen divers from the
Richmond, Virginia Dive club and

three local residents. Moored next
to the Wave Dancer, the Belize
Aggressor weathered the storm.
Joe Burnworth, who was aboard
the Aggressor, spent many months
interviewing participants and
researching the story, to produce
this well written yet chilling
account of a tragedy that could
have-- and should have -- been
prevented. Every diver ought to
read this book, not just for the
story’s power, but for the lessons
to be learned. Be among the first
to read No Safe Harbor: Order
Your Copy Now: Undercurrent

is taking advance orders for No
Safe Harbor and the 224-page,
hardbound book will be shipped
the very day it is released in
June. The price is $19.95, plus $5
for shipping and handling in the
United States and Canada ($10
elsewhere). Order online at http:/
www.undercurrent.org/secure/
UCnow/booksale_cc.html or call
1/800-326-1896 or 1/415-289-0501.
As with all the books we sell, the
proceeds will go to protect coral
reefs and the seas we love.

Scubapro Mark 20

In our last email we reported

that the first stage of a Scubapro
Mark 20 regulator used by a diver
with the National Oceanographic
Atmospheric Administration
developed a serious open crack.
Scubapro told NOAA that the
problem was due to overtorque-
ing the yoke nut and we reported
that NOAA accepted that explana-
tion. We were wrong and NOAA
disagrees with Scubapro. NOAA
contacted us and Dave Dinsmore,
director of the NOAA diving pro-
gram, said, “Both Scubapro and
NOAA hired independent experts
to evaluate the cracks and assess
the likely cause. NOAA’s expert
determined that no deformation,

Four Lakes
SCUBA Club
presents the

2Ist Annual
Benefit Dive:

DIVERS ALERT NETWORK

Mendota County Park
Lake Mendota, Madison, WI

Sunday, June 5, 2005

10AM — 4PM
Early entry fee: $15 ¢ June 5: $18
If you plan to dive, bring a dive certification card.
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thread damage or gouging was
noticed at the yoke thread (male)
and yoke adapter (female) indicat-
ing that the yoke had not been
overtorqued.” NOAA discovered
cracks in three out of 298 regula-
tors. NOAA ordered the MK20
out of the water and Scubapro
has since replaced all of NOAA’s
MK20 regulators with MK25
models. If you own a MK 20, care-
fully examine the second stage for
cracks and if you find one, contact
your Scubapro dealer.

Deep Secrets: Open Water

Thursday, May 26, 10:00 p.m.
Court TV is running a program
on the true story behind the film
Open Water. Don’t know anything
about it other than their descrip-
tion: “A young Louisiana couple
plans a vacation to dive the Great
Barrier Reef in Australia. When
the tour boat returns from the
diving trip, the crew realizes that
the couple didn’t come back and
may still be in the shark-infested
waters. Bizarre clues question
whether they were really left at
sea or could there be another rea-
son for their disappearance?”

Dive Light Tips

Last e-mail, we gave you a dive
light tip. You came up with sev-
eral more. Here’s one from James
Heimer (Houston, TX): “One
other precaution to follow when
traveling with a dive light is to
either remove the o-ring or loosen
the cap on the dive light (unless
it is the kind that slides, rather
than screws, off). This will pre-
vent a vacuum from being created
inside the flashlight as ambient
pressure at the departure altitude
leaks out of the light housing dur-
ing the flight (nominally at 8,000
feet in the cabin), thus making it
impossible to open the light to put

the batteries back in once at your
dive destination.E This occurs
because the lights are designed
to keep a higher pressure out of
the housing, but not the other
way around. If this happens to
you, your only alternative may be
to wait until the flight home and
open the light in the plane’s cabin
during the trip. Ask me how I
know this.” Thanks, James, for
not letting us learn the hard way.

The 10 Most Unwanted Alien
Species Invade Wisconsin’s
Waters And Woods

May 20, 2005, by Susan Troller
The Capital Times (edited)

...The waters and woods of
Wisconsin, and many of our home
gardens, ponds and yards are
being taken over by invasive spe-
cies like garlic mustard and gypsy
moths, buckthorn and eurasian
milfoil, honeysuckle and zebra
mussels. Unfortunately, they all
seem to have taken up Wisconsin’s
old state slogan as a mantra: We
like it here.

It doesn’t help to know that, in
many cases, these species were
originally welcomed as land-
scape plants or garden exotics

or imported critters that then
escaped into the wild, where they
found a congenial environment
with no natural enemies or con-
trols on their growth.

As aggressive colonizers of the
natural world, they are displacing
many native species.

“This is a really serious problem,”
said Amy Staffen, education coor-
dinator of the Wisconsin Council
on Invasive Species. “Our native
ecosystems are in peril because of
these invaders. Once established,
they are extremely difficult to get
rid of.”

Tom Rooney, a research scientist
with the University of Wisconsin’s
botany department who special-
izes in forest ecosystem research,
agrees.

...oStaffen said that the war
against invasive species has just
begun. “It’s really kind of dis-
couraging,” she said with a sigh.
“There are lots of things that are
a problem right now, and many
more poised to become a problem
in the future.”

She said mobile populations
spread pests readily, and their
aggressive habits and lack of nat-
ural enemies give them an advan-
tage over native species. Loss of
biodiversity has a negative impact
on hunting, fishing and tourism,
among other things, she added.

It’s important for people to be
aware of invasive species, Staffen
said. Aggressive invasive species,
no matter how pretty, should NOT
be planted in gardens because
they have a habit of escaping. In
fact, garden escapes are one of the
most common ways that invaders
become established.

As part of her work with the
Wisconsin Council on Invasive
Species and in recognition of June
as invasive species awareness
month, Staffen provided a list of
10 of the most unwanted invasive
species which threaten south-
central Wisconsin. Bill McNee,
coordinator for the DNR’s gypsy
moth suppression program, also
provided background on the gypsy
moth. He noted that in terms of
complaint calls, the Asian lady
beetle, which feasts on soybean
aphids and invades rural homes
by the hundreds of thousands in
the fall, rivals the gypsy moth as
an annoyance.

The following is a rogues’ gal-



lery of invasive species, including
photo, habits, control methods and
both common and Latin names.

Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata)

Tatarian, Morrow’s and Bell’s
Honeysuckle (Lonicera tatarica, L.
Morrowii and L. X bella)

Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica,
R. frangula)

Wild parsnip (Pastinaca sativa)

Purple loosestrife (Lythrum sali-
caria) is a beautiful plant that has
escaped from gardens to become
a scourge of wetlands, lakes and
rivers. A single plant can produce
up to 300,000 seeds a season.

It can almost entirely eliminate
open water habitat. It is extraor-
dinarily difficult to eradicate. It is
illegal to sell, distribute or culti-
vate the plant or its seeds. A new

Four Lakes SCUBA Club
P.O. Box 6112

Madison, WI 53716
www.FourLakesSCUBACIub.org

DAN Sponsor #3035

biocontrol method involving loose-
eating beetles shows promise.

White and yellow sweet clover
(Melilotus alba and M. officinalis)

Reed canary grass (Phalaris arun-
dinacea)

Eurasian water milfoil
(Myriophyllum spicatum) is a
Eurasian aquatic plant that out-
competes native water plants in
Wisconsin’s lakes and rivers. It
forms dense underwater stands,
altering fish habitat and inter-
fering with boating, fishing and
waterfowl hunting. Control mea-
sures include mowing, biological
control with milfoil beetles and
herbicides.

Zebra mussels (Dreissenia poly-
morpha) came to Lake Superior
from the Caspian and Baltic
Seas through the ballast water

Calendar 2005

June 5—Dive for DAN, shelter 1

% June 8 Meeting

September 24 —Club Picnic and
Phoenix Party: Betsy and Danny’s

of international shipping vessels.
They moved to inland lakes on
recreational boats. They repro-
duce vigorously and attach readily
to boats, docks and water intake
pipes, where they are difficult to
dislodge. Their sharp shells can
cut swimmers and they consume
plankton that young native fish
depend on for survival.

Gypsy moths (Lymantria dispar)



