
Speaker: Something a 
little different!

Ellen set up a speaker to talk 
about the Solar Bee units in 
Monona Bay. Unfortunately they 
had to withdraw and we are not 
sure of a “rain date.” What to do? 
We know! The July meeting will 
be a social gathering. A time for 
you all to bring a few pictures of 
your last trip to pass around. Talk 
about the high points and perhaps 
those low points that you can now 
look back on and laugh at. No 
pictures, a short story will be fine.  
Got a dive question, this would be 
a good time to ask!  See you July 
12th.

John Fafinski on St 
Vincent

Our thanks to John Fafinski for 
his June presentation on diving 
St Vincent and his quest to cap-
ture on digital media the elusive 
Frog Fish.  John says that if 
you go to St Vincent, go for the 
little creatures and take your 
macro lens. In no time you too 
can be seeing “sea life” where you 
thought there were nothing just 
moments before. Check out John 
and Ellen’s website for photos 
from their adventures (http://
fafinski.netfirms.com/).  
To create the cool slide show 
John uses Roxio’s Easy Media 
Creator v7.5. Please note ver-
sion 8 has been released. If you 
don’t need all the power of Easy 
Media Creator 8, Roxio offers 
PhotoSuite® 8 which includes the 
cool pan and zoom features for 

still digital photos. More infor-
mation on Roxio products can be 
found at www.roxio.com. 
Raffle Prize

This month’s raffle prize will 
be The Diver’s Almanac to the 
Hawaiian Islands and so cool dive 
stickers.  
See Howard at intermission for 
tickets... cost unchanged since at 
least 1985 - still 2 for a Buck!

Dive For DAN 2006
We again did very well but ended 
up about 18 raffle tickets short of 
a sellout of 199. About 10 addi-
tional paying guests would have 
been perfect. As it turned out we 
did gross $1418.00. After expens-
es of $636.00 (food/grand prize/
mailing, etc) our net was $782.00. 
At the June board meeting it was 
decided that the club would kick 
in an additional $218.00 for a 
total donation of $1000.00. Well 
done Four Lakes SCUBA Club.

Club Happenings
The date is in. Mark your calen-
dar! This year’s club Fall Picnic 
will be at the home of Danny and 
Betsy October 7th. It will start 
around 4p.m. followed by the 
annual Phoenix Party at 7p.m. 
Watch future issues of the news-
letter for additional details. 
July 29 - John and Ellen are 
going to Lake Wazee outside of 
Black River Falls, WI.  If you 
would like to join them, meet at 
the handicap fishing dock at 10 
a.m. Reservations not required! 
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Brown bag lunch and chairs 
highly recommended. More infor-
mation about Lake Wazee can be 
found at www.WazeeSports.com
At some date in September, John 
and Ellen will return to the clear 
waters of Devil’s Lake. Watch the 
website and here for a solid date 
and additional details.
Please note, if you are going some-
place local or distant and would 
like company, let any club officer 
know and we will get it on the 
website and in the newsletter.

Dive Shop Happenings 
3 Little Devils
Sundays at 1:30 we offer a super 
rental deal of only $20 for every-
thing you need. We will even 
provide a buddy! Starting May or 
June 2006.
We also offer the same deal for 
Tuesday night dives this sum-
mer. Call (800) 356-9016 ) for 
Availability
Wazee Sports Center
Aug 19: 10th Annual Treasure 
Hunt plus our LARGEST sale of 
the year
Sept 9-10: Mackinaw City Wreck 
Diving
Sept 30: Wazee 
Cleanup Dive
Fontana Sports
Wes has both 
weekly and 
monthly events 
planned for the 
summer.  Contact 
Wes at ledfordw@
fontanasports.
com for addition-
al details.

Making Contact
 Getting close to whale sharks 
in the Philippines
by Fred Gebhart 
04/03/2006

Dive! Dive into the water!” The six 
of us slid off the edge of the boat 
into the warm waters of Sorsogon 
Bay and swam frantically toward 
the dark shadow gliding in our 
direction. Seconds later, what 
looked for all the world like a 
streamlined motorcoach with wings 
and a gaping mouth loomed out 
of the darkness. We had found our 
first whale shark. 
 
Three hours and 22 sharks later, 
panting with excitement and 
exhaustion, we headed back to 
shore for lunch and a much needed 
break. 
 
Snorkeling with whale sharks is not 
an insane adventure, it just sounds 
crazy. Rhincodon typus, to use its 
formal name, really is a shark, the 
largest fish in the world. Adults can 
grow 60 feet long and weigh nearly 
20 tons, hence the “whale” part of 
the name. 
 
“Dangerous? Whale sharks are so 
dangerous my father used to toss 
me off his fishing boat to play with 

them while 
he worked,” 
laughed 
Fernando 
Gonzalez, 
governor of 
the province 
of Albay, on 
the south-
eastern coast 
of Luzon 
Island in the 

Philippines.  
 
Gonzalez grew up in a fishing town 

near Donsol.  
 
“We would swim after them, dive 
down and grab a fin to take a ride. 
It was like playing on the beach 
with a giant dog, only this dog 
can’t bite,” he said. 
 
Whale sharks do have teeth, hun-
dreds of them lining a mouth that 
gapes open like a giant scoop, but 
they are vegetarians. Whale sharks 
feed on plankton, clouds of algae 
and tiny creatures floating in the 
sea. The tiny teeth are part of a 
complex mouth that filters out food 
and expels everything else. While 
they can move quickly for short 
distances, whale sharks typically 
cruise just a little faster than most 
people can swim. 
 
The giant, yet docile fish have 
emerged as one of the must-do, 
must-see wonders of the marine 
world. Tour operators from Mexico 
to Australia and Malaysia have 
been pitching whale shark trips to 
scuba divers for years.  
 
The Philippines, with a little 
prompting from the World Wildlife 
Federation, took the opposite 
direction. Instead of focusing on 
scuba divers, operators like Royal 
Quest Tours use snorkeling tours 
to expand the market. Even non-
swimmers are welcome, explained 
Royal Quest operations manager 
Richard Paraguya.  
 
“Whale sharks don’t like the bub-
bles that scuba divers make,” he 
explained. “Using snorkels means 
people can come close enough to 
touch them. We don’t allow touch-
ing because it can harm the fish, 
but you get a perfect view even 
if you are on the surface wear-
ing a life jacket. Whale sharks eat 
plankton, which is thickest near the 
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surface, so they like to stay barely 
underwater.” 
 
Local fishermen traditionally 
ignore whale sharks, which mass in 
Sorsogon Bay between December 
and May to feed. It doesn’t pay to 
fish for something bigger than your 
boat. But their massive size and 
placid nature make whale sharks a 
prime target for the shark-fin-soup 
market. 
 
The Philippines declared whale 
sharks off limits to fishing in 1998 
and began promoting the giant fish 
as a tourist attraction.  
 
Swimming with whale sharks, 
called butanding locally, is easy, 
if unpredictable. Travelers register 
at a visitor center on the beach at 
Donsol and are assigned to a banca, 
a traditional boat about 40 feet long 
with a narrow hull and outriggers. 
Each banca has a crew of two and 
a butanding information officer, or 
BIO, who runs the tour.  
 
One of the crewmen climbs a short 
mast to spot the fish, usually visible 
as a dark shadow. Once a shark is 
spotted, the boat maneuvers in front 
of the swimming fish and the BIO 
sends passengers into the water, 
then leads the way to the fish.  
 
Most times, the whale shark slides 
majestically by, airplane-sized 
tail waving gently. Occasionally 
it stops to interact, watching the 
humans splashing on the surface.  
 
Most of the animal’s body is cov-
ered with an irregular grid pattern. 
Inside each square is a white dot, 
which makes for a fish-like check-
erboard. Clouds of small fish frame 
the whale shark’s mouth, scooping 
an occasional mouthful from the 
concentrated plankton streaming 

into the giant maw. Flat-headed 
remoras cling to the underside, 
hitching a ride and grabbing the 
occasional scrap.  
 
When the fish decides eating is 
more interesting than playing, it 
disappears into the watery gloom 
with a few gentle tail flicks. We 
relax on the surface while the 
boat swings back around, clamber 
aboard and start looking for the 
next whale shark. 

[If you think this adventure is something 
you would like to do, E-mail Diane at  
globaldiane2002@yahoo.com]

Disk Problems?
Although I do know better, I am 
human… thus prone to laziness. 
This caused me to burst a disk. 
“Oh no,” you say; not that! No, the 
body is O.K.; kind of… but that’s 
another story. I left my tanks 
in the car and that caused an 
overheat condition. At the correct 
pressure limit one of the burst 
disks committed suicide for the 
good of the tank… and me. 
I can tell you that from what I 
observed, I really did not want to 
be anywhere near the tank when 
it let loose.  The tank picked itself 
up and flipped over. It certainly 
wasn’t where I left it. A call to the 
dive shop for troubleshooting pro-
cedures and a few minutes later 
I determined the problem. Bring 
it in.
This is where the real story 
begins. I stopped by Fontana and 
found Dave. “No problem,” he 
says. Just remove this cap, get 
this special tool into or under the 
remains of the old burst disk, pop 
it out, put the new one in, torque 
it all down, give it air. 30+ min-
utes later with Dave, Wes, and 
me working on this thing and it 
still wasn’t out. It did eventually 

come, and that is the reason for 
this note.
There has been discussion that 
the burst disk should be changed 
annually. Expensive! Other dis-
cussion that the disk should be 
changed at hydro. Perhaps pru-
dent. Currently it just stays in. 
Dave says he rarely sees a burst 
condition and it generally just 
comes out… sometimes not.  
After this experience I believe 
that changing the burst disk at 
hydro may save much frustra-
tion if it is again called upon 
to “do its job”. What do you 
think? Let us know at News@
FourLakesSCUBAClub.org or in 
person at the July 12th meeting. 
[Thanks to Dave and Wes for 
showing me that this appar-
ently simple task may not be that 
simple - Ed]

Deep Blue on TV
Deep Blue’s expertise was recent-
ly tapped by the producers of the 
PBS show “History Detectives”. In 
support of an upcoming episode, 
four Deep Blue divers were hired 
to scour the Milwaukee River’s 
bottom looking for a long lost 
“treasure”. 
Read more at JSONLINE.COM 

New Website To Store 
Diving Documents

New website offers to store your 
diving documents on the internet. 
Diving licences, medical certifi-
cate, diving logbook, all informa-
tion required by the diving club 
can be accessible 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. 
http://www.MyDivingInfo.com/
* Copyright SCUBA Travel - http://www.scubatravel.co.uk/  
* Reprinting permitted with this footer included.
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Our 
Four Lakes
Second Edition
$14.95. See Danny 
at the meetings or 
call 821-0048.

At the Dive for DAN 
picnic

Above:  
President Ellen 
Evans presents Open 
Water courseware to 
Instructor Wes Ledford 
- way to go Wes!

Left: 
Waiting patiently for 
the next prize drawing.

       Calendar 2006

July 12 — Dive Social - see text above

July 15/16 — Freedive-A-Palooza III - 
Lake Wazee (Blackriver Falls, WI)

July 26 — Board meeting at the home of 
Glenn and Deb to chart the future

July 29 — Lake Wazee @ 10 a.m. see text 
above

Aug 27 — Board Meeting at the Northern 
location - diving at Red Granite 10 a.m.

Sep ?? — Devil’s Lake (State Park sticker 
required) More info to come.

Sep 30 — Wazee Cleanup Dive - Free 
entry to park - lunch provided

Oct 22 — 1st Annual WUAA Conference 
www.wuaa.org

See text for additional dive shop events 
and trips.
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